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Introduction

1 Introduction

We aim to (causally) investigate the state’s response to communist party organisation in
cold war Greece.

We focus on the 1961 elections to show that communist organisation led to violence and
attempt to estimate the short-run political effects of these violent events.

In addition we investigate the effects of violence on current institutional trust,
contemporary populist vote, economic activity, and public goods provision).

This presentation will go through the historical context, identification strategy, results so
far, and future steps.
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Summary
1 Introduction
We employ an IV to:

e Document how random variation of radio broadcasting signals in Greek
Municipalities helped the organisation of the communist/left parties and boosted
their electoral results in 1958 (1st stage).

e We use this source of variation to isolate state’s violent response in 1961 as a
response to the electoral success of UDL (2nd stage).

We find that:
e there is a causal link between electoral success of EDA in 1958 and the
level/probability of electoral oppression/violence experienced in 1961.
e Violence reduced EDA electoral results by about 8%
e The historical experience of electoral suppression is associated with lower
contemporary levels of political trust.

UNIVERSITY
of I0ANNINA

4/48



Table of Contents
2 Background

I Background

Wi | S

5/48



Motivation

2 Background

We are motivated mainly by three strands of literature in History, Economics, and Political
Sciences:

[History] - Extended historical evidence that the 1958 and 1961 elections were important:
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Historical Motivation

2 Background
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Motivation

2 Background

We are motivated mainly by three strands of literature in History, Economics, and Political
Sciences:

[History] - Extended historical evidence that the 1958 and 1961 elections were important:
¢ In 1958 UDL becomes major opposition few years after the end of the Greek Civil War.

¢ In 1961 we have an state sponsored plan to supress electoral vote across Greece
(both urban and rural areas).

e The events following the 1961 electoral suppression have shaped the path of the
Greek political history.
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Motivation

2 Background

We are motivated mainly by a growing literature in Economics, and Political Sciences on:

e How the spread of political propaganda (broadcasting TV & radio) affects elections.
e How state and non-state actors responded to the socialist/communist threats.
e How historical events continue to shape individuals’ contemporary beliefs/behaviour
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Motivation: Econ Lit

2 Background

A large literature on the effects of radio television broadcasts and their effects:

e Enikolopov et al.(2011) focus on electoral effects of non-state television in 1999 Russian
parliamentary elections.

e Gagliarducci et al. (2018) study the role of media in coordinating and mobilising the
[talian partisans in Italy during WWII.

e Wang (2021) focuses on the electoral effects of populist Father Coughlin radio shows
in the USA during the 30s.

e Olken (2009) invastigates the impact of television and radio on social capital in In-
donesia.
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Motivation: Econ Lit

2 Background

How states and non state actors responded to the socialist/communist threats:

e Acemoglu et al. (2020) document that the spread of the Mafia in Sicily at the end

of the 19th century was in part caused by the rise of peasant socialist organisations
threatening rural elites.

e Acemoglu et al. (2022) identify a strong link between surge of support for the Socialist
Party after World War | and the subsequent emergence of fascism in Italy as measured
by the presence of local fascist branches and fascist violent activities.
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Motivation

2 Background

We are motivated mainly by a growing literature in Economics, and Political Sciences on:

[Political Economy] - Large literature on
e How political messages affect party organisation (i.e. Wagner and Meyer, 2014)

e How voters respond to (the threat and use of) political violence (i.e. Prilleltensky and
Gonick, 1996)

e How historical events affect contemporary attitudes, beliefs and behaviour (i.e.
Michalopoulos and Papaioannou, 2020)
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Clandestine Radio’s Operation

2 Background

The evolution of how the clandestine ratio operated provides interesting insights for our
identification

e Covert operations as hosting countries did not want to appear intervening in Greece’
s political situation.

e Those involved operated under secrecy and extreme isolation.

e Texts were written under the supervision of KKE’ s politburo in Bucharest that was
hosting the KKE (venue city of Cominform until it dissolution in 1956)

e Text was then transferred in East Germany, recorded and broadcasted.

¢ Content significantly changed in 1958 (CPG dissolved its illegal cells and fully
supported UDL)

e | St

14/48



Content of station

2 Background

Democratic Army Oath (1/2/47)

Source: ASKI in Psimouli V., (2006)
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